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B a c k w h e n | was a s m a r t - a l e c k kid

( w h e n | w a s 30), | t h o u g h t p e o p l e w h o

s t i t c h e d o n a g r o u n d less d e n s e t h a n

2 4 meshw e r e j u s t lazy. O n c e | even

a t t e m p t e d n e e d l e p o i n t o n 8 4 m e s h si lk

gauze. It?s a f o r t u n a t e th i ng t h a t i t w a s a

g i f t f o r m y s i s te r ' s d o l l house. O t h e r w i s e

i t w o u l d n e v e r have b e e n c o m p l e t e d .

J u s t lately, in an a i rpor t lounge, | c u r s e d

(well, n o t literally; but | t h o u g h t it) when

coun t i ng on t h e d iagona l on 24 mesh.

Wha t has h a p p e n e d t o me? M y eyes are no

longe r young. The musc les tha t a l low qu ick

sw i t ch ing f r o m near t o fa r focus ing are s t i f f

a n d s l o w to work . Th i s is cal led presbyopia.

| o n c e tr ied to j o k e t h a t it was a c u r s e by

Presby te r ians o n t h e res t o f us. Obv ious l y

t h e smar t -a leck part o f m e has n o t aged

well. A d d t o th is t h a t o lde r eyes deve lop

Cataracts t h a t c l o u d the v is ion a n d make

us m o r e d e p e n d e n t o n ou r l ights to st i tch

comfo r tab ly . Ca ta rac ts s ta r t y o u n g e r in

p e o p l e w h o d a m a g e d the i r eyes by exces -

sive e x p o s u r e t o U V rays. But eventual ly

t hey s e e m t o a f f e c t us all. Even so, | b e

d a r n e d i f I'll g ive u p s t i t ch ing .

Therefore, w e may need co r rec t i ve

lenses t o st i tch easily. But t o return t o t h e

d a y s w h e n t iny s t i t ch ing w a s a joy, w e need

m o r e help. | f o l l o w e d t h e adv i ce o f Mary

C o r b e t w w w . n e e d l e n t h r e a d . c o m t o f i r s t

t r y inexpens ive m a g n i f y i n g g lasses f r o m

t h e local d r u g store. W h e n t h o s e were

no longe r ef fec t ive , and a presc r ip t i on

c h a n g e t o m y regu la r g lasses d id not help,
! tu rned t o Craf t -Opt ics . ? T h e g lasses are

m a d e in m y p r e s c r i p t i o n a n d then t h e mini

t e l escopes are ad jus ted t o m y pre fer red

st i tch ing dis tance. It is l ike b e i n g rebo rn

w i th eyes t h a t can see a f lea o n a gnat.

But on ly i f i t i s 16 inches f r o m m y eyes.

T h a t s e e m s t o b e t h e s w e e t s p o t f o r

m e w h e r e | a m c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h in h a n d

s t i t c h i n g and w i t h s t i t c h i n g o n a f r a m e

s t a n d b o t h . S o t h a t is w h e r e m y t e l e -

s c o p e s a re f o c u s e d .

N o w I may l o o k silly s t i tch ing w i th m y

te lescope glasses, but | can b e the prec ise

and careful s t i t che r tha t I was a t a g e 3 0

w i t h o u t g iv ing u p the h igh c o u n t m e s h e s

that I love. | have been w o r k i n g o na surface

e m b r o i d e r y pro jec t f o r a coup le o f years.

N o snickers, please. | can see the demar -

ca t ion line be tween before and a f t e r the

C r a f t - O p t i c s ? arr ived in m y home. | have

no des i re to g o back t o the ?before? state of

my sti tching. Therefore, you will see m e in

Washington, DC. this fall at Seminar took ing

like a n old w a t c h - m a k e r lady in my classes.

So be it; | will be happy a n d product ive.
| have also g o n e th rougha ser ies o f

l ights fo r m y s t i t ch ing unti l t h o s e s p e c -

tacular ly b r i gh t LED l ights we re invented .

N o w | have p len ty of l igh t in a po r t ab le

unit. | saw t h a t t h e ANG list was d iscuss -

ing w h i c h m o d e l is best . The re are so

many t o cons ider .

Iwi l l l ist the cr i ter ion | use to c h o o s e a

n e w light. First, i t mus t b e br ight . A d imma-

b le l igh t would b e nice, but i t m u s t be very

b r igh t because | never know w h a t kind o f

r o o m | will be in when the m o o d t o st i tch

strikes. So, LED is t h e bes t cho i ce fo r me.

Second , i t mus t be portable. | don ' t mean

totable, | mean t ru l y por tab le : u n d e r 2

pounds . Again, t h e LED l ights are b e t t e r

t h a n t h e compe t i t i on . Third, it mus t be

ba t te r y dr iven because t h e r e m a y n o t

a lways be an e l e c t r i c o u t l e t avai lable,

even a t a nat iona l seminar. Of course , t h e

ba t te r y life is crit ical. need at least 6 hours

o f ba t t e r y in case | amina class. If the l ight

runs on disposable batteries, | guess | cou ld

sch lep along a dozen extra. But there goes

m y weight requirement. So, a l o n g lasting

rechargeable bat tery in a por tab le LED l igh t

is my ideal.

W i t h m y cr i ter ia clear ly def ined, | can

n o w g o onl ine and look fo r t h e p e r f e c t l ight

f o r ME. The ANG list is a g o o d p lace t o

s t a r t a n d G o o g l e ? can ' t be beat. But your

p e r f e c t l ight a n d m ine will p robab ly not be

the same. None - the - l ess you may need the

help o f many s t i t chers t o f ind tha t pe r fec t

l ight f o r YOU. (Ed. Note: c h e c k o u t Cyn th ia

T h o m a s ' s a r t i c le found on p a g e s 1 8 - 1 9 fo r

m o r e heipful in format ion. )

A r

N o w you have y o u r g l a s s e s a n d y o u r

l ight . T h e nex t q u e s t i o n is w h a t t o s t i t ch .

S t r e t c h y o u r s e l f a l i t t le a n d p i c k a c h a l -

l eng ing p r o j e c t . It doesn? t n e c e s s a r i l y

n e e d t o b e a n e w t e c h n i q u e . You c o u i d

c h a l l e n g e y o u r s e l f t o c r e a t e a t e c h n i c a l l y

p e r f e c t b a s k e t w e a v e p iece . You c o u l d

c h o o s e a p a i n t e d c a n v a s a n d c h a n g e

al l t h e co lo rs . You c o u l d m a k e y o u r o w n

s t i t c h g u i d e f o r a canvas . T h e r e a re m a n y

w a y s t o t h r o w t h e g a u n t l e t d o w n fo r

yourse l f . J u s t d a r e t o b e b e t t e r a t w h a t

you love.

M a r y K. C a m p b e l l is reve l i ng in s u n s h i n e

a n d g lo r i ous d a y s f o r s t i t c h i n g in W y o m i n g .

S h e can b e r e a c h e d a t SS@need lepo in t .

o r g

de sure toc h e c k ou t the new Distance

Learning 6fferings found on page 31.

b y Karen G a r i n g e r a n d C a r r o t s b y

enn i f e r R ie fegbe rg are ava i l ab le t h r o u g h Apr i l 30 , 2 0 1 8 .

S ign up f o r t h e Cyberworkshop a n d W o r k s h o p b y Mai l

c l asses o s are c losed .
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